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ALLEGED BI N LADEN Al DE SENTENCED TO 32 YEARS
| MPRI SONMENT FOR BRUTAL ATTACK ON PRI SON GUARD

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced today that MAHMOUD

MAMDUH SALI M was sentenced today in Manhattan federal court by
the United States District Judge DEBORAH A. BATTS to 32 years in
prison for his brutal assault on Corrections Oficer Louis Pepe
of the Metropolitan Correctional Center (“MCC').

Prior to his attack on Oficer Pepe, SALIM had been
charged wi th nunerous other defendants in the case of United
States v. Bin Laden, (the “Enbassy Bombi ngs Case”). The
I ndi ctnment in the Enbassy Bonbi ngs Case al |l eged, anong ot her
t hings, that SALIM participated in a global conspiracy to kill
Americans in connection with the operations of Al Qaeda, which
conspiracy included the bonmbings by Al Qaeda operatives of the
United States enbassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar Es Sal aam
Tanzani a. Anong other things, the indictnent specifically
charged that SALIMwas a trusted aide to Usama Bi n Laden.

According to publicly-filed court docunents, on

Novenber 1, 2000, while SALIMwas awaiting trial on the charges



in the Enbassy Bonbi ngs Case, he stabbed O ficer Pepe in the |eft
eye with a sharpened conb. Salimwas charged in a multi-count
i ndi ctment returned on January 3, 2001, with various crinmes
relating to the assault. On April 3, 2002, SALIMpled guilty to
two charges related to the attack on Novenber 1, 2000,
specifically to (1) conspiring to nurder O ficer Pepe, and (2)
attenpting to nurder O ficer Pepe.

According to docunents filed with the Court, evidence
i ntroduced during an eight-day sentencing hearing before Judge
BATTS, and deci sions by Judge BATTS in this case, SALIM | aunched
his carefully-prepared assault on Oficer Pepe with the
assistance of his cellmate at the tine (and his co-defendant in
t he Enbassy Bonbi ngs Case) Khal fan Kham s Mohamed.® Prior to
the attack, SALIM made knives out of a conmb and hairbrush that he
ordered fromthe MCC conm ssary, filled honey-bear bottles with
hot sauce, and nmade ropes out of cloth and saran wrap.

The evi dence showed that SALIM Ilured O ficer Pepe into
SALIMs cell on 10-South at the MCC, and SALI M and Mohammed t hen
attacked O ficer Pepe. SALIM knocked O ficer Pepe down and
sprayed hot sauce into his eyes in an attenpt to blind him Wen
O ficer Pepe continued to resist SALIMs and Mohanmed’ s assaul t,
SALI M t ook one of the knives that he had made and shoved it into

O ficer Pepe’s left eye. According to court docunments, this

! Mohanmed was convicted in the Enbassy Bonbi ngs case and
is currently serving a |life sentence.
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brutal assault caused horrific injuries to Oficer Pepe.

Mor eover, as the evidence at the hearing showed,
SALIM s attack on Oficer Pepe was sinply the first step of a
| arger plan to commit other violent crimnal acts. The
Government had argued that SALIM attacked O ficer Pepe to get the
key to 10-South, which SALIMintended to use to free his co-
defendants in the Enbassy Bonbi ngs Case and to take hostages.
However, in a sentencing opinion issued on Septenber 25, 2003,
Judge BATTS found that SALIM attacked O ficer Pepe as the first
step in a plan to assault SALIMs attorneys, and thereby to force
United States District Judge LEONARD B. SAND, who was presiding
over the Enbassy Bonbi ngs Case, to appoint new attorneys for
SALI M

MR. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Federal Bureau of
Pri sons.

Assi stant United States Attorneys ROBERT B. BUEHLER and
JONATHAN S. KOLODNER are in charge of the prosecution.
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